Running Head: MISDEMEANOR LAND                                                                                     1
4
MISDEMEANOR LAND






Criminal Courts and Social Control in An Age of Broken Window Policing
Name
Institution








Criminal Courts and Social Control in An Age of Broken Window Policing
	The topic discussed in chapter one is police reforms by the NYPD in the early 1990s.  The chapter describes how the police commissioner during that time changed the type of policing that existed to broken window/quality of life policing. The chapter also explains the police strategy number 5. This policing strategy focused more on small offenses to instill law and order in the city. This move was geared towards creating a civilized society. The mayor who initiated this model of policing explained that arresting an individual for small demeanors will restrain him or her from graduating into felonies. The chapter also talks about the internal reform made in the NYPD during the implementation of police strategy number 5 by Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and police commissioner William Bratton.
	The author’s interest in this topic was how the adoption of this new model of policing during the period when criminal activities were at their peak, led to a sudden decrease in criminal activities in the city. The mystery in this topic is that after the adoption of broken window policing, where demeanors were taken more seriously than the felonies, demeanor arrests increased but the demeanor convictions reduced. To explain this puzzle the author describes how the lower courts, have adopted a new model of criminal law called the managerial model after the implementation of the broken window policing.
	Chapter three is guided by a central research question. The central research question guiding this chapter is why an increase in law enforcement on demeanors led to decreased convictions in the broken window policing. To answer this, several factors are considered in this chapter. For example, studying law from the ground upwards. This is facilitated by looking at how practicality of legal works leads people to understand the different ends and purposes of different criminal laws and procedures.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	To answer the question in chapter 4, why there is a decline in convictions as compared to the huge demeanor cases, the author collects primary data about the lower court proceeding. In chapter four the author narrates his finding from a visit to the courtroom on Tuesday, November 2010. He explains how two lawyers Ray and Samira handled 185 demeanor cases where the majority were small cases of handling marijuana. From these cases, Ray expects that all first-time marijuana cases be granted ACD. However, Samira does not think that way. Her opinion is that people should behave more responsibly and thus punishment will come in handy to instill behavior in them.
	In chapter five the author proves his point. The author explains how the managerial model of criminal law has led to a decrease in conviction despite the increasing demeanor arrests. In this chapter, the author gives testimonies of people who have been arrested for the first time. All the people testifying in this chapter describe being arrested as an awful ordeal. The author makes a conclusion that in the managerial model of criminal law all this awfulness of being arrested for demeanors, comes in handy in teaching a lesson for first-time offenders. This in some way changes their behavior for fear of experiencing these awful arrests again.
	Chapter six explains how demeanor arrests can sometimes turn to be long, tiring and time-consuming cases. The author demonstrates this by the example she gives of Malik who is charged with marijuana demeanor case and carrying a gravity penknife. My view on this is that this broken window policing is somehow oppressing to the members of the society. Some demeanor cases should not even reach the courtroom.
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